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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The Office, apologizes for any inconvience and notes, the indicated allowability of claim 10 & 23 is 
withdrawn in view of the newly discovered reference(s) to Richardson et al. US 6028764. The Rejections 
based on the newly cited reference(s), follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness rejections 

set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claims 1,5,7-14,23 & 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anzai et al. in 
view of Richardson et al. US 6028764. 

Re claim 1, Anzai et al. teaches a protective cover (see, Abstract of Anzai et al. and attached fig. 1 & 2 of 
Anzai) for an electronic device (10), a display screen (32), user inputs (24), a cover portion (40), a 
coupling portion (22,50) a first position and a second position, but is silent as to the coupling portion 
(22,50), being adapted to removably couple the cover portion (40) to the electronic device (10). 
Richardson et al. teaches a removable display screen connected to a base of a portable via a coupling 
portion (e.g. ring or clip (28)), for providing a means allowing a top portion of a computer base to be 
detached and quickly replaced. Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. by employing a coupling means for 
allowing a top portion of a computer base to be removed would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Richardson et al. teaches a computer with these 
design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al. 
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and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook computers 
comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to provide the added limitation of a coupling 
portion, whereby a top portion of a computer base is capable of being removed or detached. 

Re claim 5, Anzai et al. teaches a cover portion (40) that is substantially rigid. 

Re claim 7, Anzai et al. teaches a cover portion (40), which includes an edge extending about at least a 
portion of a periphery of one surface, the edge extending substantially upward when the cover portion 
(40) is located in the first position (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Anzai et al.). 

Re claim 8, Anzai et al. teaches a cover portion (40), but is silent specifically as to a piece and a post. 
Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) and a piece (28). Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. by employing a 
piece and a post would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made since Richardson et al. teaches a computer with these design characteristics. The skilled artisan 
would be motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. 
teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson 
is only used to provide the added limitation of a piece and a post, capable of being decoupled from each 
other. 

Re claim 9, Anzai et al. teaches an electronic device (10), a base portion (20) and a display portion (32), 
hinged together via (22,50), but is silent specifically as to wherein a piece is removably coupled to a hinge 
(22,50) of the electronic device (10). Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) removably coupled to a piece 
(28). Therefore, to modify Azai et al. by employing a piece and post would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Anzai et al. teaches that his 
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invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to 
provide the added limitation or means of removably coupling a piece and a post 

Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post being removably coupled to a piece, in opposite operation from 
the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the computer, since it 
has been held that a mere reversal of . the essential working part of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Re claim 10, Anzai teaches a protective cover, an electronic device (10), a display screen (32) and user 
inputs (24), a cover portion (40), a first position and a second position, but is silent specifically as to a 
piece removably coupled to a post. Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) removably coupled to a piece 
(28). Therefore, to modify Azai et al. by employing a piece and post would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Anzai et al. teaches that his 
invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to 
provide the added limitation or means of removably coupling a piece and a post. 

Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) being removably coupled to a piece (28), in opposite 
operation from the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the 
computer, since it has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working part of a device involves 
only routine skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 
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Re claim 1 1 , Anzai et al. teaches the cover (40), but is silent specifically as to a post and a piece. 
Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) removably coupled to a piece (28) and held in place by a frictional 
force (col. 2, lines 34-36 of Richardson et al.) Therefore, to modify Azai et aUby employing a piece and 
post would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD 
display and Richardson is only used to provide the added limitation of a piece and a post. 

Re claim 12, Anzai et al. teaches display screen (32), a latch (34), functioning as a clip (i.e. to clip the 
cover portion (40) to a display screen (32)) and a second position, but is silent as to a removable clip. 
Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) removably coupled to a piece (28), in the form of a clip. Therefore, 
to modify Azai et al. by employing a piece and post would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is applicable to 
notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to provide the added 
limitation or means of removably coupling a piece and a post. 

Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post being removably coupled to a piece, in opposite operation from 
the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the computer, since it 
has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working part of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Re claim 13, Anzai et al. teaches a touch sensitive layer positioned on at least a portion of an exposed 
surface of the cover portion (40) in the first position (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Anzai et al.), the 
touch sensitive portion serving as a user input (24) (see, col. 3, lines 22-33 of Anzai et al.). 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,791 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2835 

Re claim 14, Anzai et al. teaches a cover portion (40) sized to cover the user inputs (24) and in the second 
position, the cover portion 40 is sized to cover the display screen (32) (see, fig. 1 & 2 of Anzai et al.). 

Re claim 23, Anzai et al. teaches a protective computer system comprising (see, Abstract of Anzai et al.), 
a computer, a base, a keyboard (24), a lid, a display screen (32), a cover (40), a coupling device (22,50), a 
first position and a second position, but is silent specifically as to a piece being removably coupled to a 
post. Richardson et al. teaches a removable display screen connected to a base of a portable via a ring or 
clip (28), for providing a means allowing a top portion of a computer base to be detached and quickly 
replaced. Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. by employing a coupling means or piece (28) and post (26), 
for allowing a top portion of a computer base to be removed would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Richardson et al. teaches a computer 
with these design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be motivated to combine the teachings of 
Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook 
computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to provide the added limitation of a 
coupling means, whereby a top portion of a computer base is capable of being removed or detached. 

Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post being removably coupled to a piece, in opposite operation from 
the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the computer, since it 
has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working part of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Re claim 33, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches a coupling portion (28), comprising a 
clip. 
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3. Claims 2-4,15-18,20-32 & 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anzai et 
al. US 6259597 Bl, in view of Richardson et al. US 6028764, further in view of Rouser US 5204160. 

Re claim 2, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches all the limitations of claim 1 above, but 
is silent specifically as to the cover portion being configured to limit an angle of view of the display 
screen through the cover portion in the second position. Rouser teaches (fig. 1,2) a cover (20) configured 
to limit an angle of view of a display screen (see, col. 2, lines 24-45 & col. 3, lines 25-49 of Rouser). 
Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al. by employing a cover portion 
configured to limit an angle of view of a display screen would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention since Rouser teaches a cover having these design characteristics 
and Rouser is only used to provide the added limitation of a cover, capable of limiting an angle of view of 
a display screen. 

Re claim 3, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches a transparent plate (44) and a layer 
(46,48) covering one surface of the transparent plate (44) (see, notations on attached fig. 2 of Anzai et al.) 
or Rouser teaches a transparent plate (20) and a layer (10) covering one surface of the transparent plate 
(20) (see, col. 2, lines 24-45 & col. 3, lines 22-33 of Rouser). 

Re claim 4, Rouser teaches the cover (20), channels (16) formed in one surface, the channels (16) each 
having sidewalls and a bottom wall defining a length (T), width (W) and depth (D) of the channel (16), a 
substantially opaque material coating at least one sidewall of the channels (16), the substantially opaque 
material configured to limit the angle of view of the display screen through the cover portion (see, col. 2, 
lines 46-48, 55-60 & col. 3, lines 15-24 of Rouser). 
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Re claim 15, Anzai et al. (see, fig. 1 of Anzai et al.) teaches a protective computer system (see, Abstract 
of Anzai), a computer (10), a base (20), a keyboard (24) a display screen (32), the lid pivotally coupled to 
the base (20), a cover (40), a first position and a second position, a coupling portion (22), but is silent 
specifically as to a coupling device adapted to removably couple the cover portion to the computer and a 
cover configured to limit an angle of view of a display screen. Richardson et al. teaches a removable 
coupling portion (26) to a post (28) of a computer base, for providing and allowing a display cover to be 
detached. Therefore, to modify Anzai etal. by employing a detachable coupling portion would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Richardson et al. 
teaches a computer with these design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be motivated to combine 
the teachings of Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is 
applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to provide the 
added limitation of a detachable coupling portion. 

Rouser teaches a cover (20) configured to limit an angle of view of a display screen (see, col. 3, lines 40- 
49 of Rouser). Therefore to modify Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., by employing a cover to 
limit an angle of view of a display screen would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention since Rouser teaches a cover with these design characteristics. The skilled 
artisan would be motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., and 
Rouser since Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches that his invention is applicable to 
notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Rouser is only used to provide the added limitation of 
a cover, capable of limiting an angle of view of a display screen. 
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Re claim 16, Rouser teaches a cover (20) (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Rouser) and a transparent 
plate (see, col. 2, lines 44-45 of Rouser); and a layer (10) covering one surface of the transparent plate 
(see, col. 2, lines 24-45 of Rouser). 

Re claim 17, Rouser teaches a cover (20), which includes channels (16) formed in one surface, the 
channels (16) each having sidewalls and a bottom wall defining a length (T), width (W) and depth (D) of 
the channel (16), a substantially opaque material coating at least one sidewall of the channels (16), the 
substantially opaque material configured to limit the angle of view of the display screen through the cover 
portion (see, col. 2, lines 46-48, 55-60 & col. 3, lines 15-24 of Rouser). 

Re claim 18, Anzai et al. teaches a cover substantially rigid. 

Re claim 20, Anzai et al. teaches a cover (40) including an edge (see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Anzai 
et al.) extending about at least a portion of a periphery of one surface, the edge (see, notation on attached 
fig. 1 of Anzai et al.) extending substantially upward when the cover (40) is located in the first position 
(see, notation on attached fig. 1 of Anzai et al.). 

Re claim 21, Anzai et al. teaches a cover (40), but is silent specifically as to a post coupled to a cover, via 
a piece. Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) removably coupled to a display, via a piece (28). Therefore, 
to modify Anzai et al. by employing the removable coupling between a piece and a post would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since Richardson et al. 
teaches a computer with these design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be motivated to combine 
the teachings of Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is 
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applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to provide the 
added limitation of a piece and a removable post. 

Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post (26) being removably coupled to a piece (28), in opposite 
operation from the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the 
computer, since it has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working part of a device involves 
only routine skill in the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Re claim 22, Richardson et al. teaches a piece (28), a hinge (20) and a computer (10). 

Re claim 23, Anzai et al. teaches a protective computer system comprising (see, Abstract of Anzai et al.), 
a computer, a base, a keyboard (24), a lid, a display screen (32), a cover (40), a coupling device (22,50), a 
first position and a second position, but is silent specifically as to a piece being removably coupled to a 
post. Richardson et al. teaches a removable display screen connected to a base of a portable via a ring or 
clip (28), for providing a means allowing a top portion of a computer base to be detached and quickly 
replaced. Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. by employing a coupling means for allowing a top portion of 
a computer base to be removed would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made since Richardson et al. teaches a computer with these design characteristics. The 
skilled artisan would be motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since 
Anzai et al. teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and 
Richardson is only used to provide the added limitation of a coupling means, whereby a top portion of a 
computer base is capable of being removed or detached. 
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Although, Richardson et al. teaches a post being removably coupled to a piece, in opposite operation from 
the instant application, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to attach the post to the top cover and the post to the base of the computer, since it 
has been held that a mere reversal of the essential working part of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. In re Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Re claim 24, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson al. teaches the cover (40) and the piece (28) and post 
(26), held in position by the friction fit. 

Re claim 25, Anzai et al. teaches a display screen (32), a latch (34) (functions as a clip, i.e. to clip (40) to 
(32)), a second position and a cover (40), but is silent as to the clip removably coupling the cover. 
Richardson teaches a post (26) and piece (28) removably coupling a display. Therefore, to modify Anzai 
et al. by employing a coupling means for allowing a top portion of a computer base to be removed would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made since 
Richardson et al. teaches a computer with these design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be 
motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al. and Richardson et al. since Anzai et al. teaches that his 
invention is applicable to notebook computers comprising a LCD display and Richardson is only used to 
provide the added limitation of a coupling means, whereby a top portion of a computer base is capable of 
being removed or detached. 

Re claim 26, Anzai et al. teaches a touch sensitive layer positioned on at least a portion of an exposed 
surface of the cover 20 in the first position, the touch sensitive portion serving as a user input (see, col. 3, 
lines 22-33). 
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Regarding the method claims 27-32, the method steps recited in the claims are taught by Anzai et al., 
Richardson et al. & Rouser. Anzai et al., Richardson et al. & Rouser disclosed removably (6) coupling a 
cover (40) coupled to a portion of the electronic device (10); the cover (40) positioned to a first position, 
wherein in the first position, the cover (40) located proximate to the user inputs (24) and is sized to cover 
at least one user input (24); the cover (40) repositioned to a second position, wherein in the second 
position, the cover (40) is relocated proximate to the display screen (32) and is sized to cover (40) at least 
a portion of the display screen (32), limiting an angle of view of a display screen (32) through a cover 
(40) when the cover (20) is in the second position, a placement, after the positioning step, an object on the 
cover is placed without activating the at least one user input, the cover (40) pivoted about an axis to 
relocate the cover (40) to the second position, the cover is clipped to the portion of the electronic device 

Re claim 33, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches a coupling portion (28), comprising a 
clip. 

Re claim 34, Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al., teaches the coupling device (28), including a 
clipping portion. 

4. Claims 6 & 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Anzai et al. US 
6259597 Bl, in view of Richardson et al. US 6028764, further in view of Rouser US 5204160 & Haley et 
al. US 5982617. 

Re claims 6 & 19, Anzai et al., as modified by Richardson et al. and Rouser teaches, in regards to all the 
limitations of claims 1 & 15, a cover (40), but is silent specifically as to a cover portion which includes at 
least one hole. Haley et al. teaches a cover portion (1 14) which includes at least one hole (107), for 
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providing increased or enhanced cooling of electronic components (see, col. 3, lines 55-58 of Haley et 
al.). Therefore, to modify Anzai et al. as modified by Richardson et al. & Rouser, by employing a cover 
portion comprising a hole, would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made since Haley et ah teaches these design characteristics. The skilled artisan would be 
motivated to combine the teachings of Anzai et al., Richardson et al., Rouser and Haley et al., since Anzai 
et al. as modified by Richardson et al. & Haley et al., teaches that his invention is applicable to notebook 
computers comprising a LCD display and Haley is only used to provide the added limitation of a cover 
having a hole. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments, filed 9/18/06, have been fully considered, but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

With respect to Applicant's arguments 1-3,6 & 7, regarding Anzai et al. not teaching a touch panel being 
removable in any way, the Examiner notes that Richardson et al. is relied upon to teaching a coupling 
portion (28) and a post (26), which allows a top cover, comprising a display, to be removed or detached. 

With respect to Applicant's argument 4,5, regarding the cover (40) of Anzai et al. not being detaching, 
thus destroying the operability of the cover, the Examiner respectfully notes that although, Anzai et al. is 
silent as to the cover (40) being separable, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention to make the cover separable or detachable, whereby the electrical integrity 
of the cover is not destroyed, since it has been held that constructing a formerly integral structure in 
various elements involves only routine skill in the art. Nerwin v. Erlichman, 168 USPQ 177,179. For 
example, Kumar et al. US 5548478, discloses a detachable cover (18) via a display housing, whereby the 
electrical integrity of the cover is maintained when detached. 
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Conclusion 



6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this Office action. 
Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing 
date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH 
shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action 
is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 
MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Ingrid Wright whose telephone number is (571)272-8392. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-F. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn Feild can be reached on (571)272-2800, ext 35. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. Information regarding 
the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) 
system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 
(toll-free). 
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